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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  For more information contact Kay Neumayr, NCGLNAC Board of Directors at 765-426-3022 (cell) or kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com 

What a Log!
   Portland, IN – July 21, 2006.  A huge cottonwood log will be on display at the Jay County Fairgrounds in Portland, Indiana, through August 11 near the sawmill demonstration area during the Jay County Fair.  The cottonwood log measures 16 feet in length and has a diameter of 44 inches on the small end and a diameter of 63 inches on the big end. 
   Beginning August 7, the cottonwood log will be made into a dug-out canoe at the traditional arts and crafts workshops held at the Jay County Fairgrounds by National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. (NCGLNAC) from August 7 through 11.  Tradition Bearer (instructor) Jerry Cochrane (Choctaw descent) from Burlington, Indiana will teach his students the traditional methods used by the Great Lakes Native Americans for hewing out a dug-out canoe.  These methods traditionally employ the use of the adz and fire.  It is a slow process and may not be completed during the week-long workshop class.  The dug-out canoe was used by Native Peoples in this area because of the availability of large trees and the longevity of such canoes.  Birch bark canoes were made too, but the bark had to be obtained from the far northern areas of the country.  
   Area residents Rosie Grapner and Jim Bob McEwen had been asked by NCGLNAC to locate such a tree for the canoe.  Their efforts led to Humbert Logging of Muncie who cut the huge cottonwood tree during the week of July 17.   However, the cut log was too large for their over the road equipment so Frank Miller Lumber Co. of Union City, Indiana was asked to transport the log from the logging site to the Jay County Fairgrounds.  According to Scott Humbert, Humbert Logging decided to donate the log to NCGLNAC and Frank Miller Lumber Co. donated the transportation of the log.  These donations were made to support the efforts of NCGLNAC in the preservation of Great Lakes Native American culture, history, arts and crafts.

   The dug-out canoe will be part of the permanent display at the Culture Center for NCGLNAC on their site.  In the meantime, NCGLNAC and the Jay County Historical Society are working out details of interim display of the canoe at the Historical Society.

  The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. was formed in May 2001 as a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.  The Center is composed of Native and non-Native members whose mission is to continue and preserve traditional Great Lakes Native American art, history and culture by helping pass those traditions on to Native People and by educating the general public about the importance of Great Lakes Native peoples, their art, history and culture.  The Jay County Fair Board in Portland, Indiana has generously donated to NCGLNAC nearly 30 acres of beautiful, wooded land, complete with pond and wetlands, for locating their future Culture Center.

   The 2006 Summer Workshops are funded in part by an arts project support grant from the Regional Partnership Initiative.  These grants are made possible by the Indiana Arts Commission with funds appropriated by the Indiana General Assembly and the U.S. Congress and by the National Endowment for the Arts.  
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Photo submitted by Jerry Cochrane
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